Walleye Night Moves
by

Mark Martin

very evening, when light appropriate for the shalows and

gives way to night, wall their edges. Add to the mix the
Eeyes make
movements like
clockwork, shifting
their position from
deep to shalow,
with a spell spent in
between. They
start out over and
around structure,
dip onto the edges,
then dide atop the
flats. That's why,
when thefish arein
moation with nothing
more than short
stopovers, you had
better be, too.

Knowing how to
pattern the fish and
their nocturna

right gear and boat rigging, and
youlll be prepared to stay with the

walleyes long after
dark.

Night Moves

Starting in evening,
everyone's most
popular fishing
time, walleyes will
ill bein daytime
mode. They’ll be
on or adjacent to
main-lake structure
such as underwater
islands and reefs
close to deep
water. Sometimes
the fish will be right
on the bottom at
10, 12 or 15 fest,
but other times

progressions, aong they'll suspend
with the timing of nearby at the same
their movements, depths over 50 to
will keep you on 80 feet of water.
walleyes when _
other anglers are The most effective
sitting on spots that way to chate them
shut down hours is by pulling a
ago. But more than spinner and ni ght
your location must crawler behind a
change. Y ou need Northland Rock-
to follow the fish Runner bottom
from different e : bouncer. For the
levelsin the blades, check out
Northland's holo-
water CO“.Jmn Walleyes are primarily noctural feeders and the action hic mode
with offerings after dusk can really heat up grapnic models,
that are better ' which I've found
suited to low light produce better than
and are most painted blades under
amogt dl conditions.
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Trophy Walleyes ar e often taken after the sun goes down.

If the water's clear and lacks
obstructions, you can get away
with a six- or seven-foot leader. If
it's darker and snaggy, shorten up
to maybe two feet. You can also
add rattle beads for added attrac-
tion. For the suspended fish,
switch to trolling planer boards
with drop weights of 1/2 or 3/4
ounce run 30 to 80 feet behind the
boards, depending on how deep
the fish are. Youll have to experi-
ment with line length until you hit
the right depths.

As soon astwilight arrives, be
ready to abandon the earlier
areas. Now | begin to search
shoreline-adjoining structure near
deep water. Try points, reefs,
drop-offs and weed beds. The fish
won't show up al at once, but
they'll begin showing up gradudly.
More of them will be there asit
gets darker and darker. At this
time, | focus on eight to 15 feet of
water<staging areas before the
walleyes move shallow. It seems
asif the walleyes are getting their
bearings. Y ou can often see the

fish on alocator, but you wonit
want to run over them with the
gas outboard and go back to fish
them in the shallow water. They'll
be gone. But you can scout them
out and return later.

Here | go after them primarily
with crankbaits. Crawler har-
nesses still work and can often be
excdlent, but too often | have to
fight off other kinds of fish,
including sheepshead and bull-
heads. (Harnesses can keep up
with cranks but seldom outproduce
them.) That'swhy | prefer the
cranks on spinning tackle with 6-
or 8-pound FireLine. My favorites
are Rapala Husky Jerks in both
the shalow and deep-diving
versions. To them | add a piece of
WTP tape for added visibility. |
aso paint athin strip with glow
paint around the head and tail to
help the walleyes zero in on the
bait. Quite often | add scent as
well, something like Berkley
walleye scent.

To work them, | cast out, crank
the lures down, stop, sweep the

bait, stop and repeat. That' s about
al thereistoit. At timesyou'll
want to vary the length of the
pauses, |etting the bait rest for 10,
15, even 30 seconds. Experiment
till you find what the fish want.
Know that a strike will often be
nothing but a“tick.” If you fed it,
be sure to set the hook.

Beyond twilight, walleyes will
move shallower yet, into three to
six feet of water. The most
productive all-around depth range,
though, isfiveto 10 feet. The
same areas apply; just move
shallower. Again | like to cast
Husky Jerks but will often switch
to trolling to cover water. To move
the bait dowly, | put my Motor
Guide 107-pound-thrust trolling
motor on low speed, just fast
enough to make the bait wobble.
But here | switchto aNo. 13
Original Rapaawith a split shot
for weight ahead of it. Again, a
strike won't be more than a“tick.”

For that reason, | liketo troll the
Rapalas on 20-pound FireLine for
its lack of stretch and extreme
sengtivity. A solid baitcasting rod
like the 7-foot, 10-inch Berkley
Lightning Rod alows you to pick
up line and better set hooks.

Now that you have the right stuff
and the knowledge of the
walleye' s whereabouts, you'll be
ready to find fish with confidence
and comfort. When you’ re out
there, looking for fish during the
evening-to-night trangtion, don’t
let the fish come to you, keep
searching so you can keep up with
the fish’s movements.
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L ooking to Charter
On LakeErie?
See the Captains listed in
our Charter Directory
on pages 39-41 in this
issue

Cindy Crdlin
GSA,ABR
Bringing Familes Home
Pager: 1-800-985-3098
Office: 440-933-6195
1-877-933-6195

Fax: 440-933-9531
crellin@bright.net

Il e

32713 Walker Road
Avon Lake, OH 44012

Tom Crdlin

Commercial
Residential
Investment

Pager: 1-800-985-3071 |
Office: 440-933-6195
1-877-933-6195
Fax: 440-933-9531

Ted Takasaki's Newest Video - Just Released

Techniques of a Champion
With Ted Takasaki
1998 In-Fisherman PWT Champion

Learn the techniques Ted used to capture the coveted
$100,000 PWT Championship in this Brand NEW, Action
Packed 60 minute video!!

FREE gift from Ted with every order!!
Get your copy today!
Send $19.99 + $3.00 S& H to:
Ted Takasaki 1281 Sun Valleye Drive East Gull Lake, MN 56401
(Minnesota Residents add $1.30 sales tax - $24.29 total)

Great Offer!!
Order the Champion's video package
(al three of Ted's Videos)

Trophy Walleye Tactics, Top Gun Walleye Tips
and the brand new Techniques of a Champion
for the specia price of $45.99 ($60.00 val ue)
plus $6.00 shipping & handling

crellin@bright.net

Vigt
www.walleye.com
for Up-To-Date
Information

on the
LakeErie

Walleye Scene
Fishing Reports
Charter & Lodging Info
Lake & Weather Conditions
Other Walleye Links
...and much much more

"Year Round Walleyes'
by walleye Pro Mark Martin

Everything you NEED to know
to catch walleyes!

Year "Round Walleyes
Finking The Foitr Seatony

Order your autographed
copy today! for only $19.95
plus $3.00 S&H
Send check or money order
to:
Mark Martin
POB 103

Twin Lake, MI 49457

Michigan residents add 6% sales
tax
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