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2000 Lake Erie Walleye Tourneys

April 1. United States Fishing Association (USFA) Lake Erie Circuit. Catawba Island State Park. Two
person teams. Contact USFA at (972) 713-6207 or Walleye Wise Promotions at (330) 537-8603.

April 19-20. Professional Walleye Trail (PWT) Lake Erie Tournament. Port Clinton, OH. Contact PWT
Headquarters at: (218) 829-0620.

April 29-30. North American Walleye Anglers (NAWA) Open “Team Challenge”. Monroe, MI. Field limit
of 200 boats. Entry Fee: $150/boat. Contact K.J. Beam of Sportsman’s Quest at (800) 224-4990.

May 20. United States Fishing Association (USFA) Lake Erie Circuit. Huron River Boat Basin, Huron, OH.
Two person teams. Contact USFA at (972) 713-6207 or Walleye Wise Promotions at (330) 537-8603.

June 10-11. united States Fishing Association (USFA) Lake Erie Circuit. Lorain - Hotwaters, Lorain, OH.
Two person teams. Contact USFA at (972) 713-6207 or Walleye Wise Promotions at (330) 537-8603

June 10th North Coast Charter Boat Association. Fairport Harbor, OH. Pro Division $400/boat (8 rods

max) Amateur Division $150/boat (8 rods max). 80% payback, first five positions.
Contact Bernie Roell: (440) 257-9544.

June 10-18 Southtowns Walleye Association of Western New York. Several Western New York weigh
stations. Contact Tom Marks: (716) 947-9350.

June 16-18 444 walleye International Fishing Tourn. Port Colborne & District Conservation Club. Ma-

rina H, H Knoll Park in Port Colborne, Ontario. Entry Fee: $130/team (US) Contact Mike Shatkosky (905) 834-
4314 or Mike Hili (905) 835-1891 Email: pcdcc@inter-pc.com www.thefishingspot/pcdcc

June 17. The 99 West Cleveland Open. Rocky River Metro Parks Ramp, Cleveland, OH. Contact: Chris
Songer; (440) 835-2892 Email: cmsms@aol.com. Entry Fee: $100-$124 per boat, 1-4 man teams.

July 8-9. New York Walleye Association. Ameri-Can Walleye Classic. Chadwick Bay Marina, Dunkirk,
NY. $150/team (3 man teams). Limit 150 teams. Contact Jim Dolly (716) 695-8199.

July 21-23. Walleye Challenge. Port Colborne, Ontario $375/3-4 person team (US). 100 team limit .
Contact Dave Malloy (905) 834-9218.

July 29. Fairport Harbor Rod & Reel Association. Fairport Harbor, OH $25.00/person. (8 rod limit) 90%
Payout. Contact Chuck Fievet: (440) 352-2160.

August 12. United States Fishing Association (USFA) Lake Erie Circuit. Geneva State Park. Geneva,
OH. Contact USFA at (972) 713-6207 or Walleye Wise Promotions at (330) 537-8603.

August 26-27 United States Fishing Association (USFA) Lake Erie Circuit. Two day Championship.
Fairport Harbor, OH. Contact USFA at (972) 713-6207 or Walleye Wise Promotions at (330) 537-8603.
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Ask the Captain

Lake Erie Charter Captains Answer Reader's Angling Questions

 I’ve heard that trophy walleyes can be

taken in the early spring, before spawning
begins. What are the best lures to use and can
you name a few “ hot spots” where | might find
these big fish?

Captain George Jumper Jr. responds:

I have found that the really big walleyes (females)
come into staging areas just outside the actual spawn-
ing areas real early. Depending on water temperature,
they could comein middle of March to middle of
April. A fisherman hasto watch the ice on the Lake
and the water temperature to guess when. That and a
little luck will get you on thefish. The best areas|
have found are out in front of the Maumee River, the
big femaleslay on both sides of the shipping channel
and | have taken some big ones down in the deeper
water of the channel itself. Turtle Creek and the
Toussaint River have also provided mewith big fish
and lots of males. | have taken big fishin all three
places. | took two 10 poundersin April 99 out in front
of Turtle Creek about half way between A-Can and
the Creek. My best Lures have been Jig Heads with
either green or chartreuse skirts, tipped with amin-
now. | aso useaicejigging Rapalain thetwo to
three inch size. One other one that has taken alot of
fish for meisthe Sonar. Any of these baits on agiven
day will catch alot of walleyes.

Captain Walt Ermansons responds:

Some of the biggest Walleyes of the season get caught
late March and early April in the Western basin of
Lake Erie where these big fish gather to spawn.
Vertical jigging in 20 to 30 ft. of water in proven areas
accounts for alot of big fish each year. Favorite lures
include blade baitswhich flutter and vibrate when
jigged like ayo-yo on the bottom. Also any heavy
jigging spoon which can reach the bottom. Some of

the better ones include Swedish Pimples and
Castmasters. Tipping these spoons with lake shiners
works best.

The best known areas are just off of Marblehead
lighthouse, the deep water just east of Green Island
south to Catawba State Park and any of the deep
water drop offs surrounding the reefs such as Round
or Niagara reef.

Captain Gary Hopp responds:

Spawning normally begins asthe ice clears from the
lake. Good catches of the smaller males can be
caught throughout the spawning season with a mixture
of the larger females being common. Under the right
weather systems and water conditions, the large
(normally spawned out) femaleswill feed heavily. In
1999, one of the best early spring days was April 2nd.
All large fish were caught and limits were being taken
injust afew hours!

The best areato fish is the extensive reef system
North of the Port Clinton/ Davis Bessie power plant
area. Also, many large fish are taken North and
Northwest of Kelley’sldand.

. What's the best technique for catching small
mouth bass off of the western basin reefs?
Which live and artificial baits do you recommend?

Captain Gary Hopp responds:

Live bait is always a favorite way to “catch” fish.
Smallmouth prefer softshell crayfish, spottail shiners
and a shad-like minnow we call bass minnows. Usea
dip sinker setup with a#2 or #4 hook. You can
anchor on spots and bottom fish or drift fish your bait
over the spots. If you liketo use artificias, scented
tubejigsare probably the preferred bait, followed by
twister tail jigsand crank baits. Fly rod fisherman are
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having good successusing sinking linesand smaller
flyswith large eyes.

The hot spots are many. Almost any point, drop off or
reef holds fish. The area has many old wrecks that
aso haveresident schools. All around Peleelsland,
Canadais afavorite area of the charter captain. In
Ohio, fish the Islandsthemselves, Kelly Shoal and
West reef.

What length leader is best to use off of
Dipsy Diver’'s? If I’'m marking fish near the
bottom in 50' of water, how much line should | let
out to get my lure to that depth?

Captain Doug Stein responds:

The best way to attack these fish isto use Fireline on
the 3 setting run 90-110 back. To find fish thisshal-
low, would beinthe spring. | would be morelikely to
use a 8ft flourocarbon leader at 14# test. The most
productiveisto use planer boards with 3oz. of weght
150 ft back with stick baits or worm harnessesin the
copper color.

Captain Ermansons responds:

On our charter boat in the summer we use a 171b. test
mono leader, about 6 to 8 ft. behind the Dipsy. Asfar
as getting to the bottom in 50 ft., thereisalot of
variables such astrolling speed, Dipsy setting and type
and test of the line you're using. We use on our boat
30 1b. test non stretch lines such as Berkley Gorilla
braid or Cabela s Ripcord. Speeds most of thetime
are somewhere from 1.8 to 2.2 mph. Usinga?2 1/2
setting, 125 to 150 ft. will get you down close.

Captain Eric Walline responds:

The depth that a Dipsy Diver runsisrelated to several
factorsincluding boat speed, line diameter , type of
line (wire, mono, braided, etc. ), the setting on the
diver and water temperature. A ball park rule of
thumb isthat adiver with aring will run about 1/3 of
the depth of thelinethat is out. For example, 75 feet
of line = approximately 25 feet of depth. However, the
ratio of running depth to line out isnot constant dueto
theincrease in drag that occurs when additional lineis
let out and also because of the denser water present
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in deeper water. In situations where you want to be
near the bottom to make a precise presentation, itis
often desirabletolet the Dipsy out until it lightly scrubs
the bottom and then bring in somelineto put the bait
somewhat above the fish that have been marked on
the graph. Another diver tacticisto periodically let out
more line until aproductive depthisfound. Then use
your line counter reel to replicate your presentation.
The amount of leader behind the Dipsy usually
approximatesthe length of therod so that it ispossible
to bring the fish into the net. However, there are
waysto rig a Dipsy where the leader length could be
any distance you might choose. In this set-up, the
diverisrigged soit will slide back down thelinewhen
released by the strike of the fish. Commercialy made
“ didedivers” are also now available. Many people
are uncomfortable with Dipsys because they aren’t
sure where they are running. The best advice | can
giveisto experiment until you are comfortable using
them. They catch alot of fish.1-888-601-5800

Thank you Captains for responding to our
reader's questions

Captain Walt Ermansons
Trophy Charters
(440) 293-7249 trophy@trophycharters.com

Captain George Jumper Jr.
Rising Sun Charters
(937) 652-2412

Capt. Gary Hopp
Trophy Hunter Charter Services Inc.
888 601-5800 gahopp@csi.com

Captain Doug Stein
Doug's Charter Fishing
&716) 774-0077 steinl877@aol.com

Captain Eric Walline
Gold Coast Charters
(734) 429-0126 info@fishgoldcoast.com
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L ake Erie Walleye Charter Service Directory

Western Basin

Angel Eyes Charters
Captain Gary Watkins
1170 West Richey Rd.
Port Clinton, OH 43452
1800475-8655

28' Sportfisherman
Angel Bay Marina
U.S.C.G.Licensad
Member SCBA, NACO

Daily Double Charters

Captain Bill Neers

(419) 895-1491

1590 S.R. 96, Shiloh, OH 44878

27" Sportcraft Sportfisherman
Drawbridge Marina, Port Clinton, OH
U.S.C.G. Licensed, Ohio Licensed
Member LECBA, LESF

E.-B.'sPride Charters

Captain Austin Tester

(419) 798-8621

187 Hidden Beach Rd.

Marblehead, OH 43440

34' BahaCatamaran, LakeVueMarina
U.S.C.G. Licensed, OhioLicensed
Member LECBA, LESF

Fashion Lady Sport Charter
Captain Bob Banjoff

(440) 983-8849

145 Luxor Lane Amherst, OH 44001
27" Sportcraft Fish Master

Anchors Away Marina, Marblehead, OH

U.S.C.G. Licensed Member L.E.C.B.A.
Walleyes, Smallmouth & Perch charters

George's Fishing Charters
Captain George Harris

(765) 662-9783

1114 E. Marshall St.

Marion, IN 46952

27" Sports Craft

LunaPier Harbour Club

U.S.C.G. Licensed, Ohio Licensed
Member M.C.B.A,LECBA,NACO
Walleye & Perch Charters

Western Basin

Hardwater Charters

Captain Joe Kostura
http://isisinfinet.com/maplebnb/charters/
(419) 285-3106

PO.Box 386

Put-in-Bay, OH 43456

30" Sport Craft

Miller'sMarina, Put-in-Bay

U.S.C.G. Licensed, Member LECBA

McReel Thing Charters
Captain Jerry McRill

1 800 589-6568

Email: GOMCREEL @aol.com
7943 CR 313 Findlay, OH 45840
1998 30’ Sportcraft

Fenwick Marina, Oak Harbor, OH
Multiple Boats Available

Free Lodging

U.S.C.G. Licensed

Rice Charters

Captain Bill Rice

(419) 635-2068

1-800-770-0904

6206 W. Harbor Rd.

Port Clinton, OH 43452

28 OmegaHardtop

Wild WingsMarina, Port Clinton, OH
U.S.C.G. Licensed, Member L.E.C.B.A.

Sunchaser Sportfishing
Captain Ron LaMont
Captain Mike Matthews
1-888-811-8053

4860 N. Crestridge

Toledo, OH 43623

30" Sportcraft (NEW)
Lamberjack'sMarina

U.S.C.G. Licensed, Ohio Guide
Member LECBA

Teal Point Lodge & Charters
Capts. Bob & John Les

(419) 898-5106

Charters and Lodging in the
Toussaint Area

4445N. St Rt. 2

Oak Harbor, OH 43449

27" Sportcraft Fisherman,
Floro'sMarina

U.S.C.G.Lic., Member WBCBA

Central Basin

Prime Time Charters

Captain Larry Croskey

(330) 948-3068

(330) 465-1844 (summer boat)
129 Wooster St.

Lodi, OH 44254

32 Marinette Grand Sportman
Winkes Landing, Port Clinton, OH
Geneva State Park, Geneva, OH
U.S.C.G. Licensd

Member L.E.C.B.A.

Eastern Basin

Sassafras Charters

Captain Lance Ehrhardt

(716) 896-6186

105 Bogardus Street

Buffao,NY 14206

29'BahaCruiser

Chadwick Bay Marina, Dunkirk, NY.
U.S.C.G. Master Licensed

Member Eastern LECBA

Super Sport Charters
Captain Rich Clementi
(716) 695-2296

131 Paradise Lane#13
Tonawanda, NY 14150

24' Sportfisher

Chadwick Bay, Dunkirk, NY

U.S.C.G. Licensed, Fully Insured
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NOTIME CHARTERS

"NO TIMEBUT TO FISH"
Walleye s Perch « Bass
Captain Matt Severns

"Fish With the Best" USCG Licensed
For Reservations Call Ohio Licensed Guide
(419) 845-3040 Fully Insured
or All Electronics

28' Baha Weekender

Bait Furnished (Group of six or less)

Docked at Green Cove Condo's
Dock #96

(800) 555-4170

7785 St. Rt. 309
Caledonia, OH 43314

"444INTERNATIONAL WALLEYETOURNAMENT"

Best tournament in Canadal
June 16,17 & 18th, 2000
over $45,000 (cdn) in cash & prizes
Entry Fee: $180/team (cdn) or $130/team US
Full field of 200 teams, max. 4 people/team
4 fish/day, and 4 pairs of poles
FORMOREINFORMATIONCALL:

MikeHili (905) 835-1891

Mike Shatkosky (905) 834-4314
Email: mphili@inco.com

Holiday Village Resort
Suitese Fishing Charters
www.holidayvillageresort.com

emall: info@hoalidayvillageresort.com

Kimberly Alexander
3247 N.E. CatawbaRd.
Port Clinton, OH 43452

(419) 797-4732
1-800-493-7003
Fax: (419) 797-3890

Smallmouth Walleye Perch
MissREELIN' REBA
CHARTERS

Western Basin of Lake Erie

(419) 862-3725 - Doug
(419) 474-8001 - Dave

5224 N. Graytown Rd.
Graytown, OH 43432

WINTER

BOAT
ICE FISHING
CHARTERS CHARTERS

HARD WATER
CHARTERS

Licensed Fishing Guide-Lake Erie
Capt. Joseph Kostura

419-285-3106

il Standard, Deluxe and Grand Charter Boat
Packages availakle for Walleye, Perch or Bass

»il Heated lce Shanty Rentals

PO, Box 386 Put-in-Bay, OH 43456

Turtle Point Marina
Camping and Cottages
Boat Docks, Boat Ramp
Bait, Tackleand Carry-out Store

10275 Lakeview Blvd.
Oak Harbor, OH 43449

Phone (419) 898-2003
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Walleye * Bass * Perch * Salmon
Sturgeon Gener al
Lake Erie Fishing Charters
Captain Hank Cocain

Licensed Captain and Guide

6914 Hassell Road
Sharpsville, PA 16150
(724) 962-4725

Keister Marina
Ashtabula, Ohio
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Hi-Way Bait, Tackle& Lodging
hiwaydon@hiwaybait.com

LAKE ERIE

SPORTFISHING CHARTERS

WALLEYE+PERCH * SMALLMOUTH
FISH THEWESTERN BASIN AND THE
HEART OF LAKEERIESREEFS
« 27 Sportcraft Fisherman « USCG Licensed Captain «
You Think Your Lake HasWalleye! For Morelnfo, Call
or Write:
Capt. Ron Urbanyi, 208 Percy St., Walbridge, OH 43465

1-800-664-2030 « (419) 666-2030

P.C. Chamber of Commerce
U.S. Coast Guard Licensed
Ohio Licensed Guide
L.E.CB.A.

CaptanWilliamB. Rice

RICE CHARTERS

28 "Friendly Misson"
LakeErieWalleyes Basse Perch

6206 W. Harbor Rd.
Port Clinton, OH 43452-9439

(419) 635-2068
1-800-770-0904

GUARANTEEDFISHORFREE

"SARA-J" FISHING
CHARTERSINC.

Troll Lorain & Eastlakewaterswith Capt. Gary Carpenter,
1st place CARDINAL CATCH Tournament winner and
1st place Ohio Fishwrapper Walleye Tournament winner!
Rods, Reels, Bait & IceisProvided
For Up To 6 People Starting at $300
FREE BROCHURE, CALL
(216) 573-0449 Cleveland, OH

TOLL FREE 1-888-64CATCH

Official LakeErieWalleye
Fishing Hats - $12.00 each
Fishing Maps- $10.00 each

To order Call 1 800 347-4519

or |

visit our web site and order online
at www.walleye.com

!
| Mgl 0

Lake Erie

A T
Datalled Lake Map

*Dapth Contoure-
Btructurer '
sBoat Rarmpe-
=Flehing Infa-
«*QF8 Polnis-

«Waterproof®*
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www.eAngls €r.com

.. fhe worlds
ultt?mte |
online e
fishing resnurcé*ﬁ\’

Pro Shop ® Guide Services
Travel * Licenses » Information
Entertainment » mMuch More!

New Book by Walleye Pro
Mark Martin
Everything you NEED to know to
catch walleyes!

Order your autographed copy today! for only
$19.95 plus $3.00 S& H
Send check or money order to:
Mark Martin
POB 103

TwinLake, M1 49457
Michigan residentsadd 6% sal estax




